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Pastor’s Notes

Spring is taking its own sweet time getting here. At this moment, the air is full of unhappy
comments about avoiding a snowy Easter. By the time you read this, perhaps there will be more
of a glimmer of the greenness to come; maybe the snow will have mostly disappeared and a
crocus or two will have pushed its purple head up in your yard. Welcome, April, that budding time
where new life pushes its way into our consciousness: Hallelujah!

But what we know about winter is that without it, Spring would never seem so glorious. It would
never be such a joy to walk out of the house without a coat. The yellow of the daffodils would
seem commonplace, the song of the birds dull. We can’t have the new life of Spring without
having first had the emptiness and silence of winter.

What happens when you look at it from a larger perspective? While we may feel burdened by
them, it is true that without the dead spaces and the lean times-- those cold grey winters of our
lives--the resurrections we experience would seem meaningless. We find that so hard to
remember when in the midst of those dry, desolate times, but are reminded every time we once
again encounter a Spring. The ability to reclaim life out of death, even small deaths, is a gift from
God--a precious and real gift, freely offered to each one of us. That’'s what the fanfare of Easter is
about; reclaiming, resurrecting, the grey and gloomy into life and light. They don’t have to be
earth-shattering deaths or spectacular resurrections, either. Every redemption of a situation or
event, every resurrection large or small, is a reminder that there is more at work in our lives than
the things that seem hopeless or overwhelming. We can lose sight of that as we are walking in
the shadows, much as we seem to forget the breathtaking beauty of that first crocus in the snow
until we are startled by its sudden appearance each Spring. Resurrections of any degree are like
that.

May we find even more joy this Spring, when we remember the winters we have endured. May
we celebrate our heritage as Easter/resurrection people. May we claim the gift and live it well!

Still in One Peace,
Pastor Michelle April Events

April 1 — Easter

April 4 —Harmony Club Concert
April 15 — Camping Sunday
April 15 — Contemporary Service
April 20 — Men’s Group

April 22 — Radio Show
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Harmony Club Concert
Wednesday, April 4 1:00 pm

You are invited to a free concert on Wednesday
afternoon, April 4, 1:00 pm, here at Central. The
Harmony Club of Binghamton will present “A
Whirlwind World Tour” with music from
various parts of the globe performed by local
musicians, including our own Martha Weber and
Connie Lamando. The Harmony Club was
founded in 1925; its purpose is to study, perform,
and enjoy music. As an educational and
charitable organization, one of its major
functions is to provide annual music awards to
local high school graduating seniors. The
concert is free and open to the public.
Refreshments will be served.

Adult Sunday School
Picturing God
Sundays, April 8-29 9:30am

How we picture God in our minds and how we
describe God with our words makes a difference
in how we live our faith and witness to it with
our lives. “Picturing God” is a four-week study
that will look at different ways to “see” God,
describe our experiences of God, and witness to
how God works in the world. The class will use
video clips, in-class discussions, and at-home
readings. The study begins on April 8— the week
after Easter— and continues through April 29th.
Mark Marino will lead the class.

Usher Meeting
Sunday, April 8 9:30am

All ushers are invited to attend a meeting in the
library at 9:30am. Anyone who is interested in
ushering for the 8:30 or 1lam services is also
invited to attend to meet with Amber Gaylord
who is Central’s new head usher.

O
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Contemporary =

Worship

Sunday, April 15 7:00 pm
Join Living Water on Sunday, April 15 at 7pm in
Fellowship Hall for our contemporary service.
We'll celebrate another great year by featuring a
set of our favorite worship songs along with a
message from Jeff Heald. Join us for a fun evening
of worship and praise, with refreshments to
follow!

Camping Sunday
April 15

Central will celebrate camping at Sky Lake Retreat
Center in Windsor, NY. Central’s Lukens Jackson
Task Force offers camperships to children and
youth to summer camps at Sky Lake. Offering
envelopes will be available on April 15" to support
the Lukens Jackson scholarships. The cost to send
a child to camp runs from $360 to $580 per child.
If you have a child or youth interested in a summer
camp, brochures are available in the Welcome
Center.  Members of the task force will be
available in the dining room to answer questions
about the camps and scholarships.

April Easter
by Muriel Wright
New life comes to earth again
Winter retreats each day. “a/
There’s rebirth all around us.
Animals romp and play
Snow and ice have melted.
The birds nest and sing.
Buds and flowers bloom again
In harmony with spring. |
We come alive in April
The world is full of cheer.
The lawn is green: the sky is blue,
For Easter time is here.
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Imagine No Racism Event

Saturday, April 21 12:30-4pm
The Upper New York Bishop's task force on
Eliminating Racism has been working hard on a
new ministry, which they are calling Imagine No
Racism, drawing inspiration  from  our
denomination's successful Imagine No Malaria
campaign. Like Imagine No Malaria, Imagine No
Racism will apologetically identify the disease of
racism and offer concrete ways to bring healing. In
our area, the event will kick-off at Endwell UMC
on Saturday, April 21 at 12:30pm. If interested in
attending this ground breaking event, please
contact Central’s church office (754-6060).

Radio Show
& Potluck Lunch

Sunday, April 22 12:30pm
The CUMC PLAYERS will once again entertain
you with a RADIO SHOW on Sunday, April 22.
No tickets are required for the show. There will be
baskets set out for your donation towards Sky Lake
Camp. We will start the afternoon off with a
potluck lunch following the 11lam service in the
dining room. Please bring a generous dish to pass.
Dessert and drinks will be provided. This year's
performance will start at 1:00 pm where you will
be regaled by Blondie and Dagwood and other
radio personalities. It will be a fun afternoon for
everyone. Marie King, director

Women’s Retreat

Wednesday, May 23, 9-3:30

Dr. Barbara Thorington Green, ThD, retired
clergywoman, author, and great grandmother, will
lead us through various discussions and activities
to help us find moments of greater joy, awe and
delight in our day to day living. “Awe and
Delight in our Everyday Lives...looking more
deeply”, the theme of the retreat, promises a time
for us to think about our all too often finding
ourselves living minimally, getting through the
days, when the intent is for us to have abundant
life. At an advanced age, the mother of
Methodism, Susanna Westley wrote she wished
she had taken more time for bliss in her busy
days. Perhaps we can gain from Susanna’s
wisdom and insight. We will look for moments of
bliss as we investigate the common and ordinary
more deeply. Join us on May 23" at Sky Lake for
a day of open dialogue, fun, and appreciation as
we consider living our lives with more moments
of awe and delight. A continental breakfast,
lunch, snacks, fun activity, singing, a walk around
the lake, and fellowship will be a part of the day.
We will conclude our time together with
communion. Registration slips will be available
in the Welcome Center beginning April 1.

Spiritual Generosity
"Success with a small s is based on accumulation
and materialism. Success with a large S is based
on the unfoldment of our Soul and the Generosity
of Spirit made manifest by the giving of our gifts"
Michael Beckwith
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United
Methodist
VWomen

FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

Circle Meetings
Deborah Circle Tuesday, Apr 17 at 7 pm at
Phyllis Cousin’s, 89 Coventry Rd, Endicott
Contact: Martha Petrush, 754-7494

Elizabeth Circle Friday, Apr 20 at 6 pm in
the church lounge.
Contact: Kelly Devine, 754-9240

Grace Circle Wednesday, Apr 18 at 1 pm at
Jill Weston's, 725 Lee Circle, Apt. N62, J.C.
Contact: Pauline Witt, 748-4142

Sarah Circle Tuesday, Apr 17 at noon in the
dining room. Please bring a bag lunch.
Contact: Carole James, 757-2629

Thank you Central for your generous
donations to Safe Harbour in March. We
collected approximately 14 boxes of supplies
for the Safe Harbour crisis center that is
located behind St. Ambrose church.

Thank you! United Methodist Women

United Methodist Men

Friday, April 20 6 pm
The April Men's meeting will be held on April 20
at 6 pm (It is always the 3rd Friday of the month
so you can plan for it.) As always there will be a
dinner, devotions and a program led by Eric
Yetter from Achieve on community mental health
issues and special needs adults. Please save the
date on your calendar and plan on attending.

Wesley Class Breakfast

Thursday, April 12 8:30am
The Wesley Class will be meeting on Thursday,
April 12 at 8:30am for breakfast at the Blue
Dolphin in Apalachin. Please call Bonnie Harvey
(785-8996) for reservations for the breakfast.

Are you up for a real, life-transforming adventure?
Brochures for summer camp at Sky Lake are
available in the Welcome Center or online at
www.skylakecenter.org. Sky Lake has almost two
dozen programs for children and youth, completing
grades 1-12, and persons with special needs, ages
9- 65. These programs vary in length from a couple
days to a week long.

Ladies Rejuvenate Retreat
Sky Lake - April 20-22

Come away and rest awhile as you spend a
weekend at Sky Lake free of the distractions of the
outside world. Enjoy the company of fellow
Christian women as you take advantage of the
various activities that will be offered. Dine on
healthy and delicious meals prepared by our
kitchen staff. Read a book, knit, or even nap by the
fireplace in Riley Lodge. Be inspired by your new
prayer journal. Go home rejuvenated.

Did you know our Upper NY conference has 5
camps in NY state? Besides Sky Lake, summer
Aldersgate,

camps are offered at
Casowasco and Skye Farm.

Asbury,

The Central Sentry 4


http://www.skylakecenter.org/

Hospitalized:
Lee Shelp

Sympathy Extended to:
Tom Hall on the death of his mother

Congratulations!
Anne & Sean DePugh on the birth of their son,
Carter Robert on 3/21/18

Change of Address:

Deb Fisher & Bill Gifford have moved to the
Rochester area. We wish them well. Their new
address is:

30 Camomile Lane

Greece, NY 14626

A Note of Thanks from Jeff Heald

After much prayerful consideration, | have decided
to step down from my role in leading our monthly
evening contemporary services after this season.
This ministry has been a wonderful journey in faith
for me, and | am grateful to have had this
opportunity to serve. | extend my heartfelt thanks to
the countless individuals who have lent their support
in making these services happen each month - the
Central family is amazing! | will continue to lead
the Living Water praise band, and look forward to
continuing our participation in Sunday morning
worship services and occasional special services.

As we close this chapter, | know there are many
more to be written for worship at Central... watch
this space.

Spring Cleaning Time
Treasures Wanted

Once again Central will have a Rummage Sale on
May 18-19. We know you've been saving up for
this. As you start your spring cleaning, please put
your 'treasures’ aside that you would be willing to
donate for this sale. Starting in May, please bring
your donations to the church and put them in the
room across from the nursery. All items are welcome
except old CRT TV's. In addition to the need for
donated items, we will need help during the week
before the sale for set up and help during the sale. So
keep some free time on those dates to volunteer.

An .
ALTAR Begins

in the Aprll 2
WORLD

L

Barbara Brown Taylor

Mondays, 7:30pm
at Jonathan’s

Monday Night Book Study

Pastor Michelle is leading the following book
studies at Jonathan’s restaurant (534 Hooper Rd)
at 7:30pm. The books are available on Amazon.
Come and try it out sometime as your schedule
allows. Some come early and eat supper, some eat
as we talk, some just talk, and some just listen.

An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor
April 2-23 (4 weeks)

Jesus Before the Gospels by Bart Ehrman
April 30 — June 25 (8 weeks)

What's New For Missions
Opportunities to give: (Remember that you don't
have to give to all requests, but support what you
are passionate about.)

Native American Sunday - April 22

Two Cents a Meal Collection - April 29

Thank you for your quarters and support of the
Church World Service blankets project! We
achieved our goal of over $300 to buy 30 blankets
in March.

Sharing our talents:
Looking for people to be regular volunteers at
Shepherd’s Supper and the Clothing Center

Perhaps you have other ideas for missions. Call or
contact Maggie at 785-9899 or magi423@aol.com

SPECIAL
SUNDAY
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What is all this talk about “The Way Forward?” The Reconciling Task Force answers:

When Central UMC became a Reconciling Congregation almost two years ago, that act declared two
things: First, that all persons are welcome at Central without regard to sexual orientation, and second, that
we believe the language condemning homosexuality, gay clergy, and same-gender marriage in our own
United Methodist Book of Discipline is wrong. We stood for the belief we have in language expressed
elsewhere in the Discipline: that all persons are of sacred worth and are beloved by God, and that “all” really
does mean “all.”

The United Methodist Church is experiencing enormous tension and anxiety regarding the vast
differences of thought about this language in the Discipline, and it has come to a possible breaking point. At
the denomination’s General Conference in 2016, the delegates asked the Council of Bishops to find us a way
forward—this request forestalled the inevitable ugly fighting over homosexuality on the Conference floor.
The Bishops created the Commission on the Way Forward. This Commission has been meeting for two
years, and has submitted their work to the Council. You may take a closer look at that work at this web
address: http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward.

The Commission proposed these two sketches to the Council:

ONE CHURCH MODEL

The One Church Model gives chhes the room they need to maximize the presence of United Methodist
witness in as many places in the world as possiliie.One Church Model provides a generous unity that
gives conferences, churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach theamaisontext in relation

to human sexuality without changing the connectional nature of The United Methodist Church.

MULTI-BRANCH: ONE CHURCH MODEL

This model is grounded in a unified core that includes shared doctrine and services and one Council of
Bishops, while also creating different branches that have clearly defined values such as accountability,
contextualization and justic&he five U.S. jurisdictions would be replaced by three connectional
conferences, each covering the whole country, basédemtogy and perspective on LGBTQ ministry (i.e.
progressive, contextual, traditional branche&hnual conferences would decide which connectional
conference to affiliate with; only local churches who choose a branch other than the one chosen by their
annual conference would vote to join another conference.

The Council dismissed a third sketch that would essentially keep our Discipline as it is, and would
require rigid enforcement of penalties for disobedience to the Discipline.

At a special called session of the General Conference in 2019 in St. Louis, the United Methodist Church
will receive the recommendation of the Council of Bishops, and will be able to make its decision by vote. As
you may guess, the tension is high. Caucuses are gearing up already for the inevitable struggle on the
Conference floor. The extremely conservative coalition, the “Wesley Covenant Association,” has already
begun work to form a church-within-a-church which they have openly declared will leave the UMC if they
cannot legislate an alternative to the two sketches—neither of which conforms to the sketch the Council
dismissed (the one they supported). This blog post is a summary of the reaction to the Commission’s work
by the extreme Right in the denomination: https://um-insight.net/perspectives/jeremy-smith/umc-
schismatics-are-now-in-plain-view%E2%80%A6but-why/ There is more to the story, and there will be more
to come. The Reconciling Task Force is committed to keeping you informed.

|
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Education Council

Education Council is a group within the church that is responsible for Christian education and spiritual
growth for all - children, youth and adults. It is comprised of teachers, parents, lay members, and our
Director of Education and Programming, Kelly Crane. We meet on the second Sunday of the month at
8:45am in the library.

Our primary goal is to create opportunities for everyone to learn and grow. This is done through Sunday
School classes for all ages, small discussion groups during the week, mission trips, and special programs
throughout the year. We realize that Christian Education is not just a Sunday morning event, nor is it
confined to within our church walls. That is why we provide other means to spread God's love, care, and
grace to our neighborhood families. We do this with the support of the entire Congregation with programs
such as, the pancake breakfast and Easter egg hunt and Lenten journey, the summer carnival, the backpack
program, Trunk or Treat, and the Clothing Center Christmas party.

We are always looking for new ideas and new committee members. If you feel that the Christian education
of our children and the continuing spiritual education of our adults are of interest to you, please contact
Kelly Crane (centraledu@stny.rr.com) or Pat Hansen (phansen505@aol.com). This would be an ideal place
to share your gifts and graces with your church family.

The 10 Commandments of the Education Council
l. Thou Shalt have Sunday School for all ages

(classes for preschool through adults)
[l.  Honor Thy Christian Educators

(support the Director of Education and honor teachers for their service)
I1l.  Where 2 or 3 are Gathered in His Name...

(create small discussion groups for learning and spiritual growth)
IV. Honor and nurture our little ones

(provide a safe and caring nursery environment)
V.  Thou Shalt Break Bread Together

(Host programs and meals during Advent and Lent)
VI. Thou Shalt Love Thy Neighbor as Thyself

(organize neighborhood events throughout the year)
VII. Thou Shalt Broaden Your Horizons

(mission trips and youth adventures)
VI1I. Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord

(have a children's choir that meets weekly)
IX. Remember the Sabbath Day

(promote the importance of a Christian Education)
X.  Thou Shalt Have Fun

(create an environment of joy and acceptance for all)

|
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

---Our Mother Earth--- by Mary Belle Mitten
| abhor wasting---- food, paper, water, etc. You name it; but, | still do waste sometimes and experience a
measure of guilt. 1 remember many years ago a niece, Nancy, said we should turn off the water when we
brush our teeth, and I thought, “Oh how silly”, but I did it and still do it. Recently, I saw a Colgate
toothpaste advertisement stating the gallons of water that can be saved each time we brush our teeth if we do
that simple thing. It was perhaps 30 or more years ago that | attended a Saturday event held at an Endicott
church, and learned another water-saving idea: catch the water in a container when waiting for it to get warm
for your shower or bath, and use it to water flowers and plants. | do that when we are in Endicott since we
have many large house plants. At this same church event many years ago on the environment, Chris Burger,
a former Broome County Council member, had his waste for an entire yeain one garbage bag and it’s now
in the Smithsonian in Washington!

What has impressed you when it comes to conserving and lowering your carbon foot print? | hope you are
not saying it doesn’t matter. A New York Times article titled, ”What a Waste”, “ Globally, we throw away
1.3 billion TONS of food a year. In poor countries most of the food waste is on the farm or on its way to
market. Very little is thrown out by consumers. It is too precious. It is a complicated thing ---food waste, but
it is important, since there are 2 reasons to minimize waste. 1) the less the world wastes, the easier it will be
to meet the food needs of the global population in the coming years, and 2) cutting back on waste could go a
long way to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. In rich, wealthy countries like ours and Canada, around 40
% of wasted food is thrown outby consumers. Yes, it matters. This scratches the surface of the issue of
waste, but hopefully will raise our consciousness and remind us to CONSERVE when possible.

About 50 years ago while playing couples Bridge in the home of long- ago Central members, Tom and Betty
Taylor, | noticed they used cloth napkins, and I’ve used cloth napkins most of the time since then. Colorful
washcloths work great. Send me how you conserve the earth’s resources, big ideas as well as small ones
and I will list them in the May newsletter -- hmitten@stny.rr.com. We can learn from each other!

Earth Day Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Sunday, April 22 Everyone Can Participate

Early Response Team Disaster Training Class — May 12
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has a training program called Early Response Teams
(ERT) which prepares folks to work in disaster sites knowing what to do and how to do the work safely,
being self-sufficient and self- sustaining so as not to place any additional burdens on the devastated
community. Class members will receive an ERT manual, training, hands-on practice, a Safe Sanctuaries
background check, and an UMCOR photo ID badge all for just $25. ERT disaster training class will be held
on May 12 at the Clifton Springs UMC, Clifton Springs, northwest of Geneva. Please register for the class
online at http://bit.ly/ERTcs. One must be 18 or over, of average physical fitness, available on short notice,
and willing to be a team player. A typical ERT trip includes travel time and 3 days on-site of actual disaster
response. Trained volunteers are desperately needed throughout the country, so please register now.

|
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Easter/Holy Communion |2 3 4 5 6 7
8 am Worship Ch 1301 5:30 pm Worship Ch 130310-12 Clothing Center 8am-4pm Chapel Open 5:00 pm Shepherd's Supper |7:30 pm A.A.
8:30WORSHIP - Usher #4 6:30 pm Praise Band 7:00 pm Program Councils [11am-1pm Clothing Center 5:30-7pm Clothing Center
9:00 Café Central 7:30 pm Book Study 1:00 pm Harmony Club Concerf
9:30 Church School 2:00 pm UMW Leadership
11:00NWORSHIP 7:30 pm A.A.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8 am Worship Ch 1301 5:30 pm Worship Ch 130110-12 Clothing Center 8am-4pm Sanctuary Open 8:30 am Wesley Class Bkfasy7:30 pm A.A.
8:30WORSHIP - Usher #1 6:30 pm Praise Band 10 am Parish Visitors 11am-1pm Clothing Center 5:00 pm Shepherd's Supper
9:00 Café Central 7:30 pm Book Study 10am-7pm WIC 7:30 pm AA. 5:30-7pm Clothing Center
9:30 Sunday School 7:00 pm Finance Committeg 6:30 pm Cappella Ringers
9:30 Usher Meeting 7:00 pm Trustees
11:00NWORSHIP
15 Camping Sunday 16 17 18 19 20 21
8 am Worship Ch 1301 8am-4pm WIC 10-12 Clothing Center 8am-4pm Sanctuary Open 5:00 pm Shepherd's Supper |6:00 pm Elizabeth Circle 12:30 No Racism Event

8:30WORSHIP - Usher #2
8:45 Education Council
9:00 Café Central

5:30 pm Worship Ch 1301
7:00 pm Allocations
7:30 pm Book Study

Noon Sarah Circle
7:00 pm Deborah Circle
7:00 pm Staff Parish

11am-1pm Clothing Center
11:30 am Staff Meeting
1:00 pm Grace Circle

5:30-7pm Clothing Center
6:30 pm Cappella Ringers
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

6:00 pm United Methodist Me
7:30 pm A.A.

at Endwell UMC

11:00NORSHIP 7:30 pm Sierra Club 7:30 pm AA. H
7:00 Contemporary Worship
(1]
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8 am Worship Ch 1301 5:30 pm Worship Ch 130]10-12 Clothing Center 8am-4pm Sanctuary Open 10 am Newsletter Mailing 7:30 pm AA.

8:30WORSHIP - Usher #3
9:00 Café Central
9:30 Sunday School
11:00WORSHIP
1:00 Radio Show

7:00 pm Ahwaga Canoe
7:30 pm Book Study

7:00 pm Church Council

11am-1pm Clothing Center
7:30 pm A.A.

5:00 pm Shepherd's Supper
5:30-7pm Clothing Center
6:30 pm Cappella Ringers
7:30 pm Chancel Choir

29

8 am Worship Ch 1301
8:30WORSHIP - Usher #4
9:00 Café Central

9:30 Sunday School
11:00NWORSHIP

30
5:30 pm Worship Ch 1301
7:30 pm Book Study




CENTRAL STAFF
Pastor ...... Rev. Dr. Michelle Bogue-Trost
Education Director............... Kelly Crane
Administrative Secretary ... Pat Breneman
Music Director .............. Connie Lamando
Chancel Choir .............. Carolyn Stanford
Joyful Noise Choir........... Suzette Marino
Bell Choir Director .......... Denise Johnson
Living Water Director.............. Jeff Heald
Organist........cccovrervrvenenn. Sean Stafford
Treasurer ......cocevvveeeiiveennne Larry Jackson
Custodian .......ccccceeverercnienne. Gregg Wood
Parish VisitorsNancy Jones, Carole James
Web Master.........ccccoevunnen. Pat Breneman

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Phone: 754-6060 Fax: 785-4676
Email: centralumc@stny.rr.com
Web Page: www.centralumcendicott.org

n “LIKE” CENTRAL ON
FACEBOOK!

Central United Methodist Church

17 Nanticoke Avenue
Endicott, NY 13760

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

April Events

April 1 — Easter

April 4 — Harmony Club Concert
April 15 — Camping Sunday
April 15 — Contemporary Service
April 20 — Men’s Group

April 22 — Radio Show

May 12 — Blood Drive
May 18-19 — Rummage Sale
May 23 — Ladies Retreat

Our Mission Statement
Central UMC is a fully inclusive church that
seeks, embraces, educates, worships, and serves,
all in God’s love.
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